illustrations. 17s. 6d.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1954. This little book sets out resolutely and concisely the modem views on kidney function.
It is particularly suited to those who are not in the renal field but whodwish to bring themselves up to date with the vast literature which has grown up around the kidney. Its title suggests a senous consideration and perhaps evaluation of the controversial aspects ofkidney function, but instead it gives the conventional theories in dogmatic form, which perhaps would not always suit those of a more enquiring mind, and indeed there would be some in the renal field who would not care to express their feelings so whole-heartedly. Nevertheless, Doctor Robinson approaches the problem from a physiological standpoint. He is obviously a firstclass teacher, writes concisely and clearly and from this point this book will be useful as a rider to Homer Smith's authoritative volume on the same subject. 35s.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1954. "This book", writes the author, "is a statement of one man's views and experience of a particular subject" and since he is a neurosurgeon the emphasis is on injuries, vascular disease and compression lesions, whereas ophthalmic and medical conditions receive less attention. This circumstance in no way reduces the value which this authoritative monograph will have for the ophthalmologist and the neurologist who are so often the first to see the case whichl is destined to become a surgical problem.
Professor Hughes provides an up-to-date account of the applied anatomy of the visual pathways, and of their vascular supply, and the text gives substance to his claim that careful study of the visual fields can help the clinician to "hazard a guess as to the pathology as well as to estimate its anatomical location". The correlation between a particular type of field defect and a specific injury or disease has, of course, been known for many years but the extent of this correlation and its usefulness in diagnosis is not always realized. To be of value, studies of the visual fields must be carefully carried out and accurately recorded. This is a time-consuming task which cannot be delegated to an inexperienced technician and this no doubt has played a part in preventing the technique from being more widely used. Yet it is to be doubted whether the time spent on the examination of the fields is any greater, or any less rewarding, than what is customarily and uncomplaiingly devoted to some other methods of investigation.
It is refreshing to read that Professor Hughes uses the simple methods of perimetry and scotometry as advocated by the late Dr. Traquair, and that he avoids gadgets and complicated machinery.
In general the proof reading has been good but in Fig. 142 the visual field charts appear to have been muddled up-b) should be a), c) should be b), d) should be c), and a) should be d).
In Fig. 27 it should have been stated that the diagrams refer to the left side. The statement on Page 152 that "in most cases of retro-bulbar neuritis which are left with a permanent field defect, this is due to secondary optic atrophy rather than persistent scotoma" leaves one in doubt as to what the author really means.
There are several statements made in this book which are not quite in line with modem views, e.g. (1) Page 70 "There is some anastomosis between the central (retinal) artery and the choroidal circulation at the periphery of the retina". It would appear, however, that Bruch's membrane, in its healthy state, forms an impenetrable barrier to the passage of blood vessels (Michaelson, I. C., in "XVI Concilium ophthalmologicum 1950, Britannia", 1, 611) so that a chorio-retinal vascular anastomosis in that situation is. not possible.
(2) Page 163 "The initial field loss in Glaucoma is an arcuate scotoma". Although this may often be true in the case of chronic non-congestive glaucoma, it is by no means true of other varieties of that condition.
The book provides an excellent chapter on a technique of perimetry and the method of recording results. It should do much to popularize this method of examination and its appeal is enhanced by the excellence of production and profusion of illustrations. The text is clear, in the main, but undue condensation brings obscurity to certain passages, a fault which can be corrected in the later editions which this book will surely achieve. This little booklet is a collection of abstracts of papers given at the College of Medicine in Syracuse. There are twenty-one contributions covering a wide range of the subject, and, being in abstract form, are delightfully brief. Joan G. Hampson discusses the psychological status of children with hyperadrenocorticism, and wisely concludes that even from childhood a change from assigned sex iS undesirable unless possibly specially requested by the individual.
Rosenthal and Bronstein report favourably on the use of desoxycorticosterone trimethyl-
